
Welcome!



I'm looking forward to the 
EU workshop



I know a good deal about 
the European Union.



All in all, the 
European Union is a 
good thing.



I think it's good that 
[the state you are in] is a 
member of the European 
Union.



The European Union has a lot 
to do with my everyday life.



People many advantages 
through the European Union.



The European Union

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2775/003765; 
https://pixabay.com/de/vectors/europa-europ%C3%A4ischen-union-flagge-155191/





The European Union has 27 
member states.

Correct or incorrect?



Switzerland is a member of the
European Union.

Correct or incorrect?



All countries in Europe are 
members of the European Union.

Correct or incorrect?



The European Union already had 27 
member states when it was 

founded. 

Correct or incorrect?



The history of the EU

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/k%C3%B6ln-bombardierung-zerst%C3%B6rung-krieg-63176/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/holocaust-mahnmal-berlin-1621728/

1951: Foundation of the 
European Coal and Steel 
Community

Germany, Italy, France, Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Belgium



The EU is getting bigger...

Since 1993: 
European Union (EU)

Some countries in Europe work 
closely together

27 member states

Approximately 450 million
inhabitants

https://europa.eu/learning-corner/the-european-union-what-it-is-and-what-it-does_de; 
https://learneurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Enlargements_of_the_EU_1958_2013_en-scaled.jpg
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Values of the EU

• The EU wants to make life better for its citizens.

• To achieve this, the EU countries need common principles.

Respect for
human dignity

Freedom

Democracy

Equality

Rule of law

Safeguarding human rights



Various interests:
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Various interests:



… and what does the EU do?

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/container-fracht-transport-logistic-789488/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/reisepass-gep%C3%A4ck-wagen-reisen-2733068/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/m%C3%BCll-
m%C3%BCllcontainer-abfall-2729608/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/boot-wasser-fl%C3%BCchtling-flucht-asyl-998966/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/helikopter-milit%C3%A4r-hubschrauber-4473390/; 
https://pixabay.com/de/photos/k%C3%BChe-rinder-bauernhof-l%C3%A4ndlich-2641195/



How does the EU work?

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/br%C3%BCssel-europa-flagge-fahne-4056171/





This is where Members of
Parliament sit, which are
elected by the citizens of
the European Union.



This is where Members of
Parliament sit, which are
elected by the citizens of
the European Union.



All heads of state and 
government of the EU 
countries meet here.



All heads of state and 
government of the EU 
countries meet here.



People from every EU 
country sit here. They 
represent the interests of 
the entire EU.



People from every EU 
country sit here. They 
represent the interests of 
the entire EU.



These institutions have a 
building in Brussels.



These institutions have a 
building in Brussels.



Germany has 96 
seats here.



Germany has 96 
seats here.



It exists in 10 
different compositions.



It exists in 10 
different compositions.



Only this institution can 
make proposals for new 
laws in the EU.



Only this institution can 
make proposals for new 
laws in the EU.



They define the general 
direction of the European 
Union.



They define the general 
direction of the European 
Union.



They can amend proposals 
for new laws in the EU and 
must approve new laws.



They can amend proposals 
for new laws in the EU and 
must approve new laws.



There is a total of 720 
seats.

Inspiriert von: https://prodemos.nl/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Handleiding-Wie-van-de-vier.pdf



There is a total of 720 
seats.





Plastic waste

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/m%C3%BCll-m%C3%BCllcontainer-abfall-2729608/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/fangnetz-geisternetz-plastikm%C3%BCll-3289548/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/flaschen-plastik-recycling-
4276208/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/m%C3%BCll-umwelt-strand-2369821/



What do you use plastic for in everyday life?





What is the most plastic produced for?

1) Packaging

2) Electronic devices

3) Agriculture
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Which plastic items are most commonly 
found on beaches?

1) Cigarette butts

2) Straws

3) Plastic bottles and caps
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How long does it take for a plastic bottle to 
completely decompose?

1) About 20 years

2) About 180 years

3) About 450 years



How long does it take for a plastic bottle to 
completely decompose?

1) About 20 years

2) About 180 years

3) About 450 years



How many plastic bags did each German 
citizen use on average in 2016?

1) 45

2) 63

3) 30
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How many plastic bags did each German 
citizen use on average in 2018?

1) 63 

2) 24

3) 17
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Plastic waste in the sea

https://pixabay.com/de/illustrations/soziale-soziale-netzwerke-symbol-1834016/



Plastic bag consumption in the EU



Directive to reduce the consumption of 
plastic bags 

- November 2013: The European Commission proposes a law. Less plastic 
bags are to be used in the EU.

- The EU member states have two options to achieve this goal:
1) Plastic bags must cost money.
2) Plastic bags are banned.

https://pixabay.com/de/vectors/cartoon-icon-gl%C3%BChbirne-symbol-1294877/

Directive ≠ Regulation



Directive (EU) 2015/720 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2015 
amending Directive 94/62/EC as regards reducing 
the consumption of lightweight plastic carrier bags



How was the directive developed?

04 November 2013: The European Commission publishes 
a legislative proposal.

18 November 2013: The European Parliament discusses 
the proposal for the first time.

13 December 2013: The Council of the European Union 
discusses the proposal for the first time.

…..

29 April 2015: The Directive is signed by the European 
Parliament and the Council of the European Union.
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Other topics at EU level

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/besteck-plastikbesteck-messer-gabel-8188/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/tomaten-paket-enth%C3%A4lt-rot-1666709/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/obst-apple-supermarkt-fre-gesunde-
4227282/; https://pixabay.com/de/photos/kaffee-becher-gef%C3%A4%C3%9F-trinken-2581132/




